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Course Description: 
 

Through writings, found imagery, the use of digital photography, journals 
and personal research, the class will study the way that artists relate to our 
surroundings, how we define tragedy and how we as artists process and make 
public our feelings on issues related to traumatic events. Readings and visits with 
museums, galleries, public art installations and local artists will provide a clearer 
understanding of memory and its relation to the artistic process in order to focus 
students’ own personal voice in their art, whether political or personal.  

Selected films and reading will be considered PRIOR to the trip in order to 
prepare a base of knowledge for our trip with respect to Chilean history, art and 
culture. Readings of Jorge Luis Borges, Susan Sontag and Rebecca Solnit 
(amongst others) will be assigned prior to the trip. Selected films will include: 
“The Secret In Their Eyes” by Juan José, “Kiss of the Spider Woman” by Hector 
Babenco, and “La Historia Oficial / The Official Story”  by Luis Puenzo. 

  
Upon our return from Argentina, students will prepare to take part in a 

Diego Show (in March) relating to work produced and/or inspired during our trip, 
which will serve as part of a two part final project for the class. We will meet 2-3 
times prior to installation to discuss and plan the show. 

The class will also plan/design/execute a book that we will publish in 
which each student will have 6-8 pages dedicated to visual art and writing based 
upon our class experience and post-trip discussions. 

 
PRE TRIP ASSIGNMENT: 
Write a letter to yourself expressing your thoughts, imaginations, ruminations on 
where you are about to go and what you are about to do. 
Describe what you imagine our housing and neighborhood to look like. 
•What sounds you will hear. 
•What smells you will smell. 
•Anything you imagine lays ahead of you. 
Fold up the paper and put it in an envelope with your name on it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRIP ASSIGNMENTS: 
In addition to readings and group discussions, students should be considering 
the following: 
Regular journal entrees 
Dream journal 
How do we stay true to ourselves with a journal without feeling that we will be 
exposed? 
Collectivity: hunter/gathering info for art: photos, films, collecting ephemera. 
Relating to our surroundings. Being a tourist. Being foreign. Being the “other”. 
 
GET LOST/GET FOUND 
DAY OUT ON YOUR OWN. Go out in the morning. Meet up in the afternoon with 
a formulated idea for a future project. Reflections on your walk. Reflection on 
your time spent in another place. Getting lost. Getting found. 
 
Have an interaction with someone. Linguistics don’t matter. Communicate, 
collaborate and conspire to create something. This could be in the form of 
portraiture, a collective drawing, or map making with instructions to find the best 
salteña/empanada, Italian food or asado in Buenos Aires. 
 
 
POST TRIP CONSIDERATIONS: 
Upon arrival to the states, what were some of the first memories to return to you 
(about the life you had left in the US)? 
What do you find you have forgotten quickest about your time in Argentina? 
Why is this? 
What do you remember about the world news while you were in Argentina? 
What seems to be going on now? 
  
In John Berger’s writings on photography, he relates how photography brought 
home the horrors of war to the American people and changed our nations view 
on war (think WWII and Vietnam). If photography has changed our relation to 
violence and war, then what has happened today with regard to visual 
stimulation? How has the repetition of imagery with relation to how we make 
decisions changed (think 9/11, Osama Bin Laden, Iraqi torture victims, Sarah 
Palin and the election of Barack Obama)? 
  
Are there memorials to goodness? Good times? If so, what are they? Are they 
free to the public (Or do our "good memorials" take the form of amusement parks 
and Disney Land)? 
Is there such a thing as a neutral memorial? What about a memorial 
commemorating nothing or an absence of activity? 
  



If you took photos or video, what purpose did they serve? 
Did they validate your time in another place? Do they mean that an experience 
really happened? Do any of your photos lie or tell a story other than what really 
happened? Was this intentional on your part? 
What purpose do the photos/images serve which you created on the trip? 
Can you really tell that you were in another country based on the photos you 
took? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January MEMORY UNDER CONSTRUCTION – CALENDAR 
(subject to change!) 

  

2014 We are located at Avenida Corrientes 1985 (cross street Ayacucho), 
two blocks from the “Callao” Subte (subway) stop on the Red/B Line. 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       
       

29 30 31 1 2 3 4 
     FLYING OUT of 

USA 
 
 

LANDING in 
ARGENTINA 
RESTING-UP 
Check out 
surroundings 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
EXPLORE OUT 
 
SAN TELMO 
market 
 
 

Mid-Morning COFFEE 
TALK: 
Discussion of Rebecca 
Solnit reading. 
Perceptions/plans & 
ideas for the trip thus 
far. Questioning “our 
place” in Argentina.  
Afternoon: 
Museo del 
Holocausto 
Montevideo 919 
Recoleta Cemetary 
Avenida Azcuénaga 
MALBA: (Museum of 
Contemporary Latin 
American Art) 
Av Pres. Figueroa 
Alcorta 3415 

Mid-Morning COFFEE 
TALK- Discuss 
Readings on Memory in 
prep for Museo de 
Memoria. 
 
12-4 Visit the Museo 
de Memoria/Former 
ESMA (Military 
Academy) 
Av.del Libertador 
8151 
ESMA #29 bus 
(SALIENDO) 
 
 
 

10am – 2pm 
Parque de la 
Memoria 
(bring 
sunscreen & 
water!) 
#33 o #45 bus 
Costonera 
Norte/Rafael 
Obligado 6745 
 
 
 
Afternoon for 
PERSONAL 
PROJECTS 
 
 

Mid-Morning 
COFFEE Talk 
 
 
 
 
 
Evening 
Visit 
Palermo: 
Hollywood In 
Cambodia 
Gallery 
 

Mid-Morning 
Meetings to 
discuss project-
work ideas with 
Aaron (one on 
one) 
 
LA BOCA: 
Fundación 
PROA 
Av. Pedro de 
Mendoza 1929 

 
Evening: 
group discussion 
of weekend 
projects: goals, 
challenges, 
intentions, etc. 

PERSONAL 
PROJECTS 
 
 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
SAN TELMO 
market 
(if you need a 
2nd go) 
Plaza de 
Mayo/Madres 
 

Tigre Train Trip 
 
Afternoon group 
crit/discussion of 
ideas, work & 
experiences 

BOAT TO 
URUGUAY 
DAY TRIP 

PERSONAL 
PROJECTS 
 

FINAL 
DINNER/ASAD
O 
AT ROGER’s 
COLOM’s 
HOUSE 

Day free… 
Preparing to be 
OUT in the 
evening/FLIGHT 
home. 

 



19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
       

26 27  28 29 30 31  
       

 


